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INTERNATIONAL ENERGY AGENCY

The International Energy Agency (IEA), an autonomous agency, was established in November 1974. 
Its primary mandate was – and is – two-fold: to promote energy security amongst its member 
countries through collective response to physical disruptions in oil supply, and provide authoritative 

research and analysis on ways to ensure reliable, affordable and clean energy for its 28 member 
countries and beyond. The IEA carries out a comprehensive programme of energy co-operation among 
its member countries, each of which is obliged to hold oil stocks equivalent to 90 days of its net imports. 
The Agency’s aims include the following objectives: 

  Secure member countries’ access to reliable and ample supplies of all forms of energy; in particular, 
through maintaining effective emergency response capabilities in case of oil supply disruptions. 

  Promote sustainable energy policies that spur economic growth and environmental protection 
in a global context – particularly in terms of reducing greenhouse-gas emissions that contribute 
to climate change. 

  Improve transparency of international markets through collection and analysis of 
energy data. 

  Support global collaboration on energy technology to secure future energy supplies 
and mitigate their environmental impact, including through improved energy 

efficiency and development and deployment of low-carbon technologies.

  Find solutions to global energy challenges through engagement and 
dialogue with non-member countries, industry, international 

organisations and other stakeholders.
IEA member countries:
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 Canada
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France

Germany
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Ireland 
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Japan
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United Kingdom

United States

The European Commission 

also participates in 

the work of the IEA.
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“If we don’t change direction soon, we’ll end up where 
we’re heading”

Short-term uncertainty does little to alter the longer-term picture
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Steps in the right direction, but the door to 2°C is closing
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Rising transport demand and upstream costs reconfirm 
the end of cheap oil
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Golden prospects for natural gas 

Renewables are pushed towards centre stage
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Treading water or full steam ahead for coal?

Second thoughts on nuclear would have far-reaching 
consequences
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The world needs Russian energy, while Russia needs to use less
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Achieving energy for all will not cost the earth



www.iea.org
www.worldenergyoutlook.org

World Energy Outlook 2011 brings together the latest data, policy developments, 
and the experience of another year to provide robust analysis and insight into 
global energy markets, today and for the next 25 years. This edition of the 

WEO publication gives the latest energy demand and supply 
projections for different future scenarios, broken down by country, fuel and 
sector. It also gives special focus to such topical energy sector issues as: 

  Russia’s energy prospects and their implications for global markets. 

  The role of coal in driving economic growth in an emissions-constrained 
world.

  The implications of a possible delay in oil and gas sector investment 
in the Middle East and North Africa.

  How high-carbon infrastructure “lock-in” is making the 2°C climate 
change goal more challenging and expensive to meet. 

  The scale of fossil fuel subsidies and support for renewable energy 
and their impact on energy, economic and environmental trends.

  A “Low Nuclear Case” to investigate what a rapid slowdown in the use 
of nuclear power would mean for the global energy landscape.

  The scale and type of investment needed to provide modern energy to 
the billions of the world’s poor that do not have it.
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